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Abstract: So-called ‘toggle pins’ are a common
find, not only in the Middle, but already in the
Early Bronze Age. When found in tombs, they can
accompany males and females and the common
opinion is that they held together a burial shroud,
or specifically the garment of the deceased. The
first metal toggle pins appear in the Chalcolithic
Period, mainly in south-eastern Anatolia. They
became common in Syro-Mesopotamia from the
middle of the Early Bronze Age onwards. Most of
the earliest examples are unperforated, but a few
perforated specimens are attested already from
the end of the 4" millennium BCE. Clothing pins
were introduced into the southern Levant at the
end of the Early Bronze Age, but perforated pins
are few in number, getting common only at the
beginning of the Middle Bronze Age and are then
widely diffused in the region until the end of the
period. Plain pins and pins with cylindrical heads
and ribbed decoration are the most common types
at Tell el-Dab‘a and the rest of the Eastern Delta,
where pins do not show as much variety as those
from the southern Levant. In all, forms are quite
comparable and spread across a wide area, which
is not astonishing as the shape is designed for a
specific practical use. Nonetheless, distinct forms,
decorations or materials might point to a common
cultural background of the owners, especially as
clothing pins are an entirely non-Egyptian type of
object.
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Introduction

So-called ‘toggle pins’ are a common grave good
in the Middle Bronze Age (MBA) Levant and can
be found in female as well in male interments.
They sometimes come in pairs,? although seldom
identical, and can even be of different materials.®
Common opinion is that they served to hold
together a burial shroud, or specifically the gar-
ment of the deceased, as they are often found near
the shoulders or the head.* In addition to their
position within tombs, a statue of a royal female
found at Ebla depicts the way how these pins were
worn. The pin is decorated with a ducks head, the
spiky end points towards the shoulder.® Bone
inlays from Mari show the pins worn in the same
fashion.® Such clothing pins are usually of copper
alloy, although bone, silver and gold specimens are
also attested.’

The term ‘toggle pin’, introduced by Petrie,? is
a little misleading as already Henschel-Simon
remarked.® Actually, they are maybe better simply
termed clothing pins, in this case characterized by
an eyelet shank. This eyelet most likely served to
affix the pin to the clothing in order to secure it."’
Examples of various layouts with different head
types and decoration, with or without eyelet, are
diffused across Mesopotamia, Syria,** Palestine,
Anatolia®® and Cyprus.** Comparable pins are also
attested in Europe, albeit perforated specimens are
not known in Europe before the MBA.** Clothing
pins made from metal are also a common find in
Transcaucasia,’® disclosing the immense range of
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2. HeNscHEL-SIMON 1938.

¥ SeLover 2010, 147; EGeLi 1995; Lazzari 1986.

¥ WEeINSTEIN BaLtHAZAR 1990, 380—-383; CarLinG 1964, figs.
5.12-22, 6.1-8.
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Fig. 1 Early perforated clothing pins in the Southern Levant
dating to EB I'V/transitional EBA-MBA: a ‘Enan (redrawn by
S. Prell after Eisensera 1985, 70 £, fig. 10.59—61) b Ma‘ayan
Barukh (redrawn by S. Prell after Amiran 1961, 91,
fig. 8.22-23) ¢ Megiddo (redrawn by S. Prell after Guy 1938,
169, fig. 173.1-3)

Fig. 2 Distribution of early perforated and unperforated
clothing pins (EB I'V/transitional EBA-MBA) in the Southern
Levant (plot S. Prell)
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their general distribution, although types and
décor differ from region to region.

The first metal pins appear in the Chalcolithic
Period, mainly in south-eastern Anatolia.” They
are more frequently attested in Syro-Mesopotamia
from the middle of the Early Bronze Age (EBA)
onwards,®® as in the A-Cemetery at Kish or the
tombs at Ur!® In the Upper Euphrates Valley,
unperforated specimens occur mainly in mortuary
contexts as early as EB I-11.% The earliest metal
examples are mainly unperforated, but those with
eyelet shanks are documented as early as the end
of the 4" millennium BCE in tombs at Susa® and
are also known from early layers at Tepe Gawra.?
Perforated specimens became common in Meso-
potamia from the Early Dynastic I-II onwards,?
but unperforated clothing pins remained widely
diffused.

Except for possible decoration, the differing
head types especially mark the pins’ regional dis-
tribution throughout time and space. Pins with
simple, club-shaped or conical heads are often
encountered in Syria and the Levant in the late
EBA. Types with flattened heads are currently dat-
ed to the transitional period between the EBA and
MBA.2* The earliest known examples for perforat-
ed pins from the southern Levant were recovered
among 14 undecorated pins of different shape in a
tomb at ‘Enan® (EB IV, Fig 1a), not all of which
are perforated and in this case equipped with
coiled heads. An early example for perforated,
otherwise undecorated clothing pins was also
found in tomb III at Ma‘ayan Barukh (Fig. 1 b).?®
These specimens are only paralleled by three pins
from the transitional EBA to MBA period from
Megiddo (Fig. 1c).” All are plain and belong to
Henschel-Simon’s types 1-3,2 bearing a semi-
globular, club-shaped head or no head at all. Some
unperforated plain pins, dating to the end of the
EBA and sometimes equipped with a coiled head,
might very well be clothing pins; however, despite
first impressions gained from the distribution map
(Fig. 2), they are rather rare in the region, the

% EIseNBERG 1985, 70 f., fig. 10. Additionally, a perforated pin
was found in EB I layers at Yiftah‘el, but might be a sim-
ple needle, see SuaLev and Braun 1997, 92, fig. 11.1.

% AMmIraN 1961, 91, fig. 8.22-23, pl. X11.8.3—4; it has to be
emphasized that these specimens are extraordinarily long.

7 Guy 1938, 169 £, fig. 173.1-3, pls. 86.2, 102.7-10.

% HenscHEL-SvoN 1938, 192, pls. LXVII, LXVI11.6, 10, 14.
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southernmost site at which they are documented
being Lachish.? Except for the few examples men-
tioned above, perforated clothing pins were only
introduced to the southern Levant at the beginning
of the MBA,* occurring until MB I1IB—C in large
quantities and at many sites. Clothing pins are still
in use in the Late Bronze Age (LBA) but are grad-
ually replaced by fibulae,® completely disappear-
ing in the Iron Age.

As confirmed by metallurgical analyses, the
more elaborate forms of clothing pins are certainly
cast.*? The use of this technique for their produc-
tion is supported by the matrices of some pre-
served moulds.®® Simpler types can also be cast
and hammered, the heads attached separately.®* If
not already executed while casting the pin, perfo-
rations could be made by piercing the shank with a
sharp tool, with a round punch producing a circu-
lar perforation and a chisel-like tool a more oval
perforation.®

As clothing pins are often found in tombs lying
close to scarabs, normally considered as a protec-
tive element for the deceased, some authors con-
cluded that they might also have had a special
meaning besides their practical usage as fasteners
for garments.®*® Although seemingly impractical
for daily use, an example from Ur was found with
a ring threaded through the pin-hole, to which a
chain was suspended and, through the latter, a cyl-
inder seal was affixed.*” The already mentioned

2 Azor: Ben-Tor 1975, 24, pl. 22.7; Dhahr Mirzbaneh: Larp
1966, 54-56, fig. 27.11; ‘Ay: Prac 1974, 93, fig. 9.4;
Lachish: TurNeLL 1958, pl. 22.10; Hazore'a: Anati 1963,
369; el-Husn: Harping 1953, pl. 1.81-82; Qedesh: Tabmor
1978, pl. 11B; Jericho: Larp 1966, 55; Jerusalem: Saap
1964, pl. XXXVI1.9-11; Gal‘ed: MEIrR 1974, 32, fig. 7.9-10;
Gibeon: PritcHArRD 1963, 60, fig. 62.47, Beth-Shean:
Mazar and Rotem 2012, 361, figs. 9.4.1, 9.9; Oren 1973,
40, 172, fig. 19.11; Golan: EpsteiN 1985, 3, fig. 2; Tell
Ashir: Gopuna and Avaron 2003, 62, fig. 12; el-Atan:
Nigro et al. 2017, 228, 251, fig. 17, Jebel Qa‘aqir:
DEever 1970, 148, fig. 3.10—12; DevEer 2014, 284, fig. [E3.9;
el-Umayri: Wanees and Pacumso 1993, 152, 160,
fig. 7.5-6.

30 GErSTENBLITH 1983, 94 f.

3 Peppe 2000; STRONACH 1959.

% E.g. SHALEV 2010, 47.

3 KreiN 1992, 231, pl. 191.6—7; Alalakh: Serover 2010, 148;
Homs Museum: Mousti 1989/1990 (Kremn 1992, 231, fn.
38, type 1.12B2c); Tell el-Dhiba‘i: Davey 1983, 178 £, fig.
5.19; Ain Shams: HenscueL-Sivon 1938, 174, pl. LXX.I
8671c; Zincirli: MuLLEr-Karpe 1994, 152, pl. 53.1.

34 SHALEv 2010, 47; KLEIN 1992, 232.

% KrLeN 1992, 236.

bone inlays from Mari further show cylinder seals
attached to one of the two pins fastening the gar-
ment of the depicted women, as well as other ele-
ments of additional decoration.®® So, one could
assume that scarabs or other seals might have been
attached, at least occasionally, directly to pins.®
That these pins certainly are items of daily use,
not produced solely to accompany the deceased
into the tomb, is demonstrated, apart from the
known depictions,*® by their occurrence within
settlements, most likely representing lost items
when found within occupational layers.” Occa-
sionally they can also occur in deposits of cultic
nature,*? as for instance at Tell Dan,® the founda-
tion deposit of the temple of Byblos,* in favissa
L.5238 at Ebla,* or at the temple of Nahariya.*®

It is not the aim of this article to comprehen-
sively present all available data concerning cloth-
ing pins, even not in the MBA only, although this
attempt would be desirable. Only comparisons to
the types of pins found at Tell el-Dab‘a were col-
lected as thoroughly as possible and herein
assessed to give the reader at least a broad over-
view about the material at hand. As such, the
inventory certainly is incomplete and as only pins
akin to the ones found in the Eastern Delta were
collected, some sites, e.g. Ebla, might seem under-
represented, but simply did not yield material suit-
able for direct comparison. For further informa-
tion, clothing pins from Syria and Mesopotamia

% Stork 2014, 326—328; Baker 2012, 33; Baker 2006, 2;
Kren 1992, 254 f.

87 KLEIN 1992, 252-254; HenscHEL-SiMoN 1938, 170 f.; WooL-
LEY 1934, pl. 231.1d.

3 ParrOT 1962, pls. XI-XII.

% For instance, scarabs at Rishon le-Zion were often found
close to the pin, see Kan-CiporR-MERON and Suarev 2018,
493. The close positioning of two pins and a ring mounted
scarab in an MB 1IB burial at Tell Abel Beth Maacah also
points to this possibility, see Panitz-Conen et al. 2018, 137
f. At Tell el-Dab‘a, though, it seems that scarabs were reg-
ularly placed close to one hand of the deceased, FORSTNER-
MuLLER 2008, 46; Bietak 1991, 46, 133, 156, 171.

40 KLEIN 1992, pls. 192-195; Pinnvock 2014/2015, 52, fig. 13.

4 For example, 44% of the clothing pins unearthed at Tell
el-Dab‘a derive from settlement layers (see below).

4 KLeIN 1992, 254-257.

% TLan 1992, 252 £, figs. 67, called ‘stick pins’ by him.

4 For the clothing pins included, see Husert 1925, 18, pl. II;
TurneLL and WARD 1966, 217-220, fig. 10. For the disputed
date of the finds see Ben-Tor 1998 with further literature.

% Marcrertt and Nigro 1998, 25, fig. 13; Marthiae 1993,
658, fig. 24.

4 Dornan 1956, 20, pl. 3E.
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are discussed extensively in Klein’s publication,*
which unfortunately does not include the speci-
mens deriving from the southern Levant. Com-
monly used as a reference for such southern
Levantine objects is Henschel-Simon’s publication
which is, although thorough, rather out of date.*®
For typologies, Kenyon divides the clothing pins
found by her in the Jericho tombs into eight
groups (A—G and miscellaneous).”® Lazzari pre-
sents clothing pins from Anatolia in his article®
and the classifications of Lazzari and Henschel-
Simon are compared in Klein’s publication with
his own assessment.

Except for one example,®? only perforated spec-
imens are accounted for at Tell el-Dab‘a. The per-
foration with a circular or oval eyelet is a distinct
typological feature on its own, although perforated
and non-perforated pins can also occur as a set.>®
In all, forms are quite comparable and spread
across a wide area, which is not astonishing as a
pin’s shape is designed for a specific practical use.
Nonetheless, distinct forms, decorations or materi-
als might point to a common cultural background
of the owners,> especially as those pins are an
entirely non-Egyptian type of object.® Therefore
comparisons might lead to a better understanding
from where the people settling down in the East-
ern Delta of Egypt during the MBA came. Togeth-
er with Tell el-Dab‘a, pins are only found at the
following sites in Egypt: Tell el Yahudiye,* Tell el-
Retabe,”” Tell el-Mansheya,%® Tell el-Maskhouta,*
Tell Hebwa,®® Memphis® and Gurob.®? According

47 KreiN 1992. See as well TaLLon 1987, 227-251.

4 HENSCHEL-SiMON 1938.

4 KEeNyon 1960, 297 f.

%0 Lazzari 1986. For Anatolian pins see also EGeLi 1995.

5 KLEIN 1992, 285-288.

52 PuiLLie 2006, 102, no. 173, 97, fig. 46.14. See also Fig. 20b
of this article.

% KremN 1992, 235 f., 287.

54 GEerSTENBLITH 1983, 94.

% Already noted by Bierak 2016, 270—272; Sparks 2004,
33f.

% PETRIE 1906, pl. VI.10-14.

5 Nour eL-DiN et al. 2016, 83 f., pl. 11.617, 95, pl. V1.13a;
Hupkc et al. 2018, 103 £, fig. 6.

% Anwmep et al. 2018, 45, pl. V.47.

% Horrapay 1997, 197, fig. 7.9.19.

80 Maksoup 1998, 263, fig. 46.476.

& Giopy 1999, 168, pl. 36.88a—c, 2023.

62 PeTrie 1891, pl. XXI11.1-3.

to Schaeffer, similar pins also derive from “les
tombes dites Hyksos” at Sedment and Qau el-
Kebir,®® which are either not published,%* or have
been incorrectly attributed to these sites.

Clothing pins in Tell el-Dab‘a-Avaris and in the
Eastern Delta of Egypt

As already stated, clothing pins are relatively rare
in Egypt and occur exclusively in the Eastern Del-
ta with only a few examples documented further
south. One clothing pin came to light in grave 4 in
Tell el-Retabe bearing a ribbed decoration above
the eyelet.®® Its thick, club-like head does not find a
direct comparison at Tell el-Dab‘a and this shape
seems to be rather unique. According to associated
pottery, the tomb is assigned to Tell el-Dab‘a stra-
tum D/3-2,% or the end of the MBA, although the
form of the pin rather seems ‘archaic’.®” Remains
of a badly corroded, incomplete pin were also
found in grave 13.%8 Another pin with a club-
shaped head came to light in grave 5 (again Tell
el-Dab‘a stratum D/3-2), which also contained a
dagger amongst its inventory.%® Tomb 11 at Tell el-
Mansheya, also dating to the end of the Second
Intermediate Period (SIP), yielded a pin that most
likely is broken at the top, but shows a ribbed dec-
oration below the preserved eyelet,”® so one could
assume that it was also decorated above the eyelet.
At Tell el-Yahudiye, toggle pins are known from
graves 2, 5 and 37 and are, according to the draw-
ings, undecorated.” The tombs at Tell el-Maskhou-

8 Scuarrrer 1938, 220. He does not indicate his source for
this statement.

64 PgrtrIE and BrunToN 1924a+b; PeTrIE 1930h.

% Nour EL-Din et al. 2016, 83 f., pl. 11.617.

% T am grateful to Anna Wodzinska for providing me with
this information based on the associated pottery.

7 Undecorated pins with this head shape are known from
Megiddo dating to the transitional EBA to MBA, see Hen-
scHEL-SivMoN 1938, 192, type 2. Klein (Typ 1.6A3) lists only
examples from Byblos dating to the EBA, see Kremn 1992,
69. Comparable pins, also dating to the EBA, are known
from Tell Arqa, see Gernez 2008, 260. For a comparable
pin from a mixed EBA-MBA context in Moughret el-
Hourryieh, see eL.-Morr and MopLINGER 2014, 31, fig. 3.

% Nour EL-Din et al. 2016, 95, pl. V1.13a.

%  Nour EL-Din et al. 2016, 86, not illustrated. | am grateful to
Mostafa Nour el-Din and Jozef Hudec to provide me with a
photograph of this pin showing that its head is indeed
club-shaped.

" Anmep et al. 2018, 45, pl. V.47.
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Fig. 3 Clothing pins with grouped decoration: a Tell el-Dab‘a inv.-no. 9658F (after PReLL 2015, 34, fig. 29) b Tell el-Dab‘a inv.-no.
4132 (© OAI-OREA archive) ¢ Tell el-Dab‘a inv.-no. 93528 (© OAI-OREA archive) d Gurob, 18" dynasty (redrawn by S. Prell
after PeTrie 1891, pl. XX11.1) e Tell el Far‘ah (N) (redrawn by S. Prell after DE Vaux 1962, 244, fig. 4.2) f Qiryat Shemona (S) (after
Natrv 2012, 186, fig. 14.4.6; drawing R. Penhas) g Sidon (© Sidon excavation) h Safed (after Damatr and STEpaNskY 1996, 18%, fig.

19.6-7; by courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority) i—j Gibeon (redrawn by S. Prell after PritcHARD 1963, figs. 24.96, 41.39) k
Alalakh (redrawn by S. Prell after WoorLey 1955, pl. LXX111.P2) I-m Sasa (after Ben Arien 2004, 11%, fig. 10.1-2; by courtesy of

the Israel Antiquities Authority) n Jericho (redrawn by S. Prell after Kenvon 1965, 464, fig. 245.1)
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Fig. 4 Clothing pins with vasiform head from Tell el-Dab‘a
a inv.-no 9616 (© OAI-OREA archive; drawing R. Scheibl)
b inv.-no 5510 (© OAI-OREA archive)

ta also yielded some toggle pins with ribbed deco-
ration above and below the eyelet.”? Tomb 117 at
Tell Hebwa additionally produced a toggle pin as
part of its inventory.” According to the drawing, it
might be ribbed above the eyelet. As the grave
goods further included a juglet of ‘White Pained

™ TurnNeLL 1978, 86, 91, fig. 9; PeTriE 1906, 12 f., pl. V1.

2 Horrapay 1997, fig. 7.9.19-20. I am grateful to Aleksandra
Ksiezak to inform me that altogether ten pins of similar
layout were found in graves and one more derives from the
settlement.

3 Maksoup 1998, 97, 263, fig. 46.476.

" White Painted VI occurs in Tell el-Dab‘a already in stra-
tum D/2, see MaGuire 2009, 40 f., table 2-3. See as well
ViLaiN 2019, 394 f.

" Gippy 1999, 168, pl. 36.88a—c, 2023.

" Perrie 1891, pl. XXI1.1-3.

" For another early 18" dynasty tomb with a silver toggle pin
at Tell el-Retabe, see below and Hupec et al. 2018, 103 f.,
fig. 6.

8 PuiLip 2006, 157, tab. 8.

7 PreLL 2015, 34 f.

8 Prere 2015, 34, fig. 29.

8  The other pins from area R/III are badly preserved. One
(inv.-no. 9651Y) has a ribbed decoration above the eyelet,
the lower part is missing. Inv.-no. 9657X shows ribbed
decoration below the eyelet, the upper part is missing. The
three other fragments of toggle pins do not preserve any
decoration.

VI Ware’, this tomb can be dated either very late
in the SIP or to the beginning of the 18" dynasty.™
Some ‘toggle pin’ fragments from settlement lay-
ers at Memphis® and some specimens found at
Gurob™ also date to the beginning of the New
Kingdom.”

Philip lists 69 clothing pins deriving from Tell
el-Dab‘a.”® Six more examples were found in set-
tlement contexts during the excavation of area R/
I11.7° The pin inv.-no. 9658F2° has to be highlighted
as it shows a ribbed decoration above the eyelet
that is grouped in three zones (Fig. 3a), a type of
decoration that is so far unique for pins at Tell
el-Dab‘a.8* Comparable, but not identical, are pins
inv.-no. 41328 and inv.-no. 9352S (Figs. 3b—c),
showing a ribbed decoration directly below and
above the eyelet and then again on the uppermost
part of the cylindrical head, while the space in
between is plain. The latter decoration finds a par-
allel in a pin excavated by Petrie at Gurob
(Fig. 3d).% Another comparable object derives
from a tomb at Tell Far'ah (N) (Fig. 3e).%* Another
close, but unstratified parallel, ribbed below the
eyelet and showing four ribbed groups above, was
found in L1149 at Qiryat Shemona (S) (Fig. 3f).%
A pin with six groups of ribbed decoration is
known from level 8 in Sidon (Fig. 3g).2® Examples
with grouped decoration are also documented at
Safed,®” Gibeon,’® Alalakh,® Sasa® and Jericho®
(see Fig. 3h—n and Fig. 19 for distribution).

8 PuiLip 2006, 96, fig. 45.7, 98, cat.-no. 160.

8 Perrie 1891, 19, pl. XXII.1. For another clothing pin in an
early 18" dynasty context see Hupkc et al. 2018, 103 f, fig.
6. Toggle pins are also still attested at the beginning of the
18" dynasty at Tell el Far‘ah (S), Perrie 1930a, 4, 7, pl.
X1.83—85, 87. A possible clothing pin with coiled head is
further known from a burial in Fadrus, see SAVE-SODER-
BERGH 1991, 142, pl. 30.4. Another such pin is known from
Beth-Shean, see James and McGovern 1993, 214, fig. 161.1.
Two possible moulds for such pins found at Amarna fur-
ther confirm that some wearers of ‘toggle pins’ were still
present in Egypt during the 18" dynasty (see Peer and
WooLLey 1923, pl. LIV.586, 559).

8 Dk Vaux 1962, 244, fig. 4.2.

8 Nativ 2012, 186, fig. 14.4.6.

8 DouMET-SERHAL and Koperzky 2011/2012, 37.

8 Damati and Stepansky 1996, fig. 196.7.

8  PritcHARD 1963, figs. 24.96, 41.39.

8 Woortey 1955, pl. LXXIII.P2.

°  Ben Aried 2004, 11* fig. 10.1-2.

% KENYON 1965, 464, fig. 245.1.



Hard to pin down — clothing pins in the Eastern Delta of Egypt and their diffusion in the Middle Bronze Age 501

Another pin was part of the inventory of tomb
46 in area A/l11-0/14 and shows ribbed decoration
above and below the eyelet.®2 Three comparable
pieces were also unearthed in the pit complex L81
in the Hyksos Palace in area F/11.% Three more
pins came to light in area H/VI at ‘Ezbet Helmi
and are thus far unpublished. The already men-
tioned pin inv.-no. 9352S (Fig. 3c) was found in
L4694 in square H/VI-u/16, pl. 4-5 in a setting of
bricks that, according to the stratigraphy, predates
the Thutmosid palace and can be attributed to stra-
tum D/2.°* Inv.-no. 9616 (Fig. 4) was found directly
below wall M4025 in square H/VI-s.t/18 in an
embankment above which is a Thutmosid wall,
indicating that it most certainly derives originally
from earlier layers.®® The specimen is interesting
as it confirms a type of needle with vasiform head
(see below), known at Tell el-Dab‘a only with one
other example (inv.-no. 5510, Fig. 4).*® The third
pin, inv.-no. 9619 (Fig. 5), derives from a huge dis-
turbance (L6728) of archaeological layers in
square H/VI-t/26 and belongs to the type with
cylindrical head, showing ribbed decoration above
and below the eyelet, a type that is well attested at
Tell el-Dab‘a (see below).%’

From these 82 pieces in total, 44% were
unearthed in settlement layers, the others were
found in tombs or funerary contexts.®® Plain exam-
ples occur as early as stratum H.*® They became
more common and partly decorated from stratum
F or E/3 onwards and can be traced until the end
of the SIPX® Philip divides the pins from Tell
el-Dab‘a into six categories, but only categories
relevant for comparison are further discussed here.

Silver pins

The first type of pin unearthed at Tell el-Dab‘a is
not only marked by a very specific form, but also
by its material: silver. Pins made from silver are

9 ForSTNER-MULLER 2008, 244, fig. 179.

% Aston, Baper and Kunst 2009, 68 f., fig. 12.110.

% According to the excavation protocol written by Manfred
Bietak.

It has to be noted that some pins at Tell el-Dab‘a derive
from walls and might be part of foundation deposits. E.g.
inv.-no. 404 was found together with a potstand in a wall
in A/I-g/3—4, pl. 3—4 (Stratum D/3). Inv.-no. 4281c was
found in a brick of the wall of a villa in F/I-j/22, pl. 2-3
(stratum b/3 = F). Also inv.-no. 4460 was unearthed direct-
ly below a wall together with some animal bones in F/I-
k/21, pl. 23 (stratum b/3 = F) and pin inv.-no. 4558 was
part of a possible foundation deposit in square F/I-j/22

95

Fig. 5 Pin inv.-no. 9619 from L6728 in square H/VI-t/26 in
‘Ezbet Helmi (© OAI-OREA archive; drawing R. Scheibl)

altogether not very common, leading Philip to
conclude that Tell el-Dab‘a’s silver pins might have
been produced in the Eastern Delta exclusively.™
As there is enough metalworking evidence at Tell
el-Dab‘a, like crucibles, tuyeres and moulds,'%? this
speculation certainly is within the realms of the
possible, although it cannot be confirmed.

Due to the rarity of silver pins at Tell el-Dab‘a,
an exact comparison for their shapes is not possi-
ble. As such, the different types of silver pins are
not given consideration in this study, but are listed
in Table 1 according to Klein’s and Henschel-
Simon’s typology. Nevertheless, a few observa-
tions may be made. Some of the silver pins are
plain, but three pieces showing a flange at the mid-
dle of the shank are very distinctive in their form
(inv.-nos. 375, 2324 and 2923, fig. 6a—c). They all
derive from graves dating to Stratum E/2-D/3, so
well inside the Hyksos Period. With their tiny
piercing, the Tell el-Dab‘a objects parallel pins
known from the EBA as at Ur and Kish. There are

(stratum b/2 = E/3). Found in a wall was also pin inv.-no.
343 (stratum E/2), see Bietak 1991, 116. See as well
MuLLER 2018, 184, 187, fig. 10 and KrEiN 1992, 256 on the
topic.

% Puiip 2006, 95, 97, fig. 46.1. Called ‘vasenférmig’ by
KLEIN 1992, 116.

o PuiLip 2006, 96, fig. 45.2.

% Already PuiLie 2006, 157, tab. 8 listed over a third of pins
as deriving from settlement context.

9% PuiLe 2006, 99.

100 pyyrip 2006, 157.

01 pyyrie 2006, 158.

02 PyiLip 2006, 169204,
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Fig. 6 a—c Tell el-Dab‘a inv.-no. 2324, 2923 and 375 (after PuiLip 2006, 94, fig. 44) d Kiiltepe-Kanesh (after Ozcuc 1986, pl. 125.13)
e el-Jisr (after Ory 1946, pl. XI11.45) f Jericho (after HenscHEL-SiMon 1938, pl. LXX.98) g Tell el-‘Ajjul (after PETRIE 1934,
pl. XV111.456, 110) h ‘Salhiye Treasure’ ([OA] Metropolitan Museum of Art)
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Fig. 7 Example for early silver clothing pins from the so-called ‘Royal Tomb’ in Arslantepe (after FRaNGIPANE 2004, 139)

no exact parallels as comparable pieces showing
flanges are executed differently, are equipped with
elaborate shaped heads and, most of all, are nor-
mally not perforated.® Of MB 11 date is a compar-
ison from el-Jisr (Fig. 6 €). One of the silver pins
found here bears similar flanges, but it remains
unclear from its publication whether or not it is
perforated.’®* Another similar piece from Kiltepe-
Kanesh, but with segmented globular head, is
most likely made from copper alloy, but also
shows a piercing through the flanges (Fig. 6 d).1%®
Like the pin from Kiltepe-Kanesh and also of
copper alloy is a pin deriving from tomb 9e at Jeri-
cho (Fig. 6f).1° Another comparable pin without
provenance is stored in the Nicosia museum.” A
gold specimen from Tell el-‘Ajjul also has pierced
flanges, but a barrel-shaped, decorated head

105 Already stated by PuiLip 2006, 158, comparing them to
KLEIN 1992, 105, pl. 112.9—-12 and 111 f,, pl. 115.12-18.

104 Ory 1946, 37, pl. XI11.45. The other silver pin is not illus-
trated; a third pin was made from bronze.

105 Ozguc 1986, pl. 125.13. For a similar form, but without the
piercing, see Kremn 1992, pl. 17, type 1.12B2c. The pins
showing this form all date to the MBA, see Krein 1992,
112.

106 HenscHEL-SiMoN 1938, 200, no. 98, pl. LXX.98.

(Fig. 60)'® and the golden pin from the so called
‘Salhiye Treasure’ shows a spherical head with
glass inlays (Fig. 6h).1%°

More information may be gained when assess-
ing the distribution of silver clothing pins. Indeed,
silver as a material for jewellery or other objects is
only seldom used in Egypt before the New King-
dom,®® but common at Tell el-Dab‘a (earrings,
rings and bracelets)™** and also in Tell el-Maskhou-
ta.*2 This points again to a foreign origin, simply
due to the choice of material, even if the Tell
el-Dab‘a pins might actually have been produced
on site.

The earliest clothing pins made from silver are
known from Korucutepe (tomb K12, no. 3, late
Chalcolithic)*®* and Ninive (EB 1)} Of the late
Chalcolithic period is also a silver pin found in

W7 CatLING 1964, fig. 6.8.

108 Perrie 1934, pl. XVI11.456, 110.

109 Tiryquist and Brirr 1995, 32, no. A, 48, fig. 20.

10 Gace and Stos-GaLEe 1981, 104; ALprep 1971, 32 f.

W PaiLie 2006, 109-114.

12 HorLLapay 1997, 196.

13 Branpt 1978, 61 f. A red bead is mounted on one side of
the pin.

14 TromsoN and MaLrLowan 1933, 146, pl. 68.7.
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hoard A113 at Arslantepe,*> with additional silver
pins (Fig. 7) deriving from the so-called ‘Royal
Tomb’ at the same site (EB I).1*® One pin attributed
to the looted tombs at Kara Hassan (EB I-II) also
consists of silver;*” one silver specimen in tomb
KCG13 at Carchemish was found together with
four other clothing pins made from copper alloy.!8
In the Sara-temple at Tell Agrab, five silver pins
were unearthed in three different rooms of the
temple (EB 11).1%°

Several early examples of silver pins are also
known from the Royal Cemetery at Ur.?° The so
called ‘treasure of Ur’, found in a jar in a pre-sar-
gonid palace in Mari (EB II), contained quite a
variety of objects: figurines, bracelets, pendants,
beads, cylinder seals, but also eight clothing pins,
four of them made from silver, two of those gilded
at the upper part.!* Among the five tombs of Tell
H at Tell Tello, grouped around a large building
that might have served for rituals during and after
the interments,'?? is Tomb 7, which also yielded a
silver pin (EB I1I). A possible silver pin, connect-
ed with a seal, was also found at Eshnunna
(EB I11).222 At Tell Brak, a silver clothing pin was
unearthed within the settlement (site C.H.,
EB I11).124

In the elite mortuary complex at Umm el-Mar-
ra (EB III-1V), clothing pins made from silver
were discovered in tomb 6, tomb 4 and tomb 7.1%
In EB IV tombs at Oylum Hdoyiik, clothing pins
are quite common and usually made from copper

15 CaNeva and Parmiert 1983, 650, sample no. 33. See PiLLER
2009, who thinks that the cache does not date to
Arslantepe Vla, but prefers a later intrusion. | am grateful
to Marcella Frangipane for providing information about
this otherwise unpublished pin.

116 FRANGIPANE et al. 2001, 108, 117, fig. 19.19-20.

W KreN 1992, 339; WooLLey 1914, pl. 19.c.1.

18 KreN 1992, 339; WooLLEy and BARNETT 1952, pl. 61.

19 Deroucaz and LLoyp 1942, 266—268.

120 WoorLey 1934, pl. 231, to illustrate only some examples;
check http://www.ur-online.org for more pins made from
silver bearing a globular head of lapis lazuli.

2L ParrOT 1968, 25-27, fig. 17, fig. 20, pl. 13, pl. B4 (colour);
KLEIN 1992, 84.

122 Cros 1910, 126-128, fig. D.

123 FraNKE 1977, 63.

124 Krem 1992, 353; MaLrowan 1947, 170, pl. 32.2.

125 Scuwartz et al. 2006, 610, fig. 8, 613, 619—-622, 624. In
addition, silver spirals, bracelets, headbands and vessels
were found in the tombs.

126 (9zaen, HELwinG and Tekin 1997, 71, fig. 12, 89, fig. 30.

227 Ozgen and CARTER 1991, 262.

alloy.!*® Nevertheless, one of the richest burials
also yielded a silver pin.?” In a richly furnished
tomb at Tell Billa, another silver pin was discov-
ered.!® From the tombs in the ‘Ville Royale’ at
Susa, altogether two silver pins are attested, one
from tomb 299 and another from an unknown
tomb.!® A tomb at Lapithos/Cyprus, dating to EC
111, yielded a pair of unperforated silver pins**® and
is to the author’s knowledge the only example for
silver clothing pins outside Syro-Mesopotamia in
the EBA.

During the MBA, silver pins become scarce in
the Upper Euphrates. Only tomb RW.J1 of the
‘inner town wall’ of Carchemish produced a silver
pin® and another pin is known from tomb 4 at
Chagar Bazar.!*®> Silver examples are, however,
still attested in southern Mesopotamia. In tomb
Al at Ur, two clothing pins made of silver were
found (MB I1A).3* ‘Gruft’ 32 at Babylon yielded
two gold and one silver ‘toggle pin’ (MB IIC).***
At Dinkha Tepe, a silver pin was amongst the
grave goods of tomb B28 (Dinkha period 1V).** In
the intramural burial BA 1108 at Bakr Awa, anoth-
er silver pin was discovered (Old Babylonian).’*® In
a tomb in chantier B at Mari, a pair of silver cloth-
ing pins was unearthed (MB 11A).**’

A silver pin with a perched bird’s head is also
know from a tomb at Kiltepe-Kanesh (Karum
I1b).1%8 Cist tomb 2 yielded another silver pin
equipped with a spherical head.™®® A further silver
pin was part of the grave goods of cist tomb 3, and

128 Sperser 1931, 12; Spriser 1935, 110. The pin is not part of
the Penn Museum collection and its whereabouts are
unknown. Two other Tell Billa pins actually stored in the
Penn Museum (33-4-275 and 33-4-276) seem to be made
from lead, so that one cannot exclude the possibility that
also the pin mentioned by Speiser actually consisted of
lead. | am grateful to Katherine Blanchard to check the
museum’s records in search for the pin referenced by Spei-
ser.

129 MECQUENEM 1943, 55, fig. 47.14 (with a bird mounted on
top), 114, fig. 84.16 (with spherical head and ring through
perforation).

B0 Gract 1940, 45, 48, fig. 31, pl. XII.

B8 WoorLey 1921, 133, pl. 27.a.7.

182 McMawon 2009, 118, pl. 1.CB 992.

1 Harr 1930, 173 £, fig. 131.

1% Reutner 1926, 180, pl. 54p.

1% MuscareLLA 1968, 195, fig. 21.

186 Micrus et al. 2013, 57 £, fig. 21.BA 1108/5.

187 MARGUERON 1983, 34, pl. 5c.

138 (Ozaug 1955, 71, fig. 86.

138 Ozgue 1950, 199, pl. LX111.379.
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Fig. 8 Distribution of silver clothing pins in the EBA (plot S. Prell)

two more derive from cist tomb 14.24° The latter
two are in addition comparable in form to a cloth-
ing pin with segmented spherical head found at
Tell el-Dab‘a (see below).

Along the Levantine coast, silver pins were
excavated at Ugarit. In tomb LV, two silver pins of
different type and size were found together with
examples made from copper alloy*! Three more
specimens were amongst the grave goods of tomb
LI11.% Tomb LIV yielded two additional pins.4 A
fragment of a silver pin with twisted head was also
unearthed in the ‘temple of obelisks’ at Byblos.!**
Silver pins were also discovered in the temple of
Nahariya.* In a tomb in Sin el Fil, a silver pin was
part of the grave’s inventory.*® Further examples

10 Ozgue 1953, 199, pl. 57.617-618.

¥ ScHAEFFER 1938, 224, 232, fig. 27A+G.

12 Scuarrrer 1938, 214, fig. 13b, d, e. Made from silver
according to KLen 1992, 365, nos. 57-59.

1“8 Scuarrrer 1938, 220, 228, fig. 23 C+D, pl. XXIL1.

144 Dunanp 1939, 237, fig. 211, no. 3494.

145 DotHaN 1956, 20.

are attested from the MBA Kharjy tombs; one
undecorated pin is equipped with a globular head
and has a fastening ring threaded through the pin-
hole, and another is only partly preserved.#’
Further south, Tomb T8096 at Tell Dan yielded
a silver pin.*#® A silver pin with grooved globular
head was unearthed in tomb B92 at Rishon le-
Zion.* A silver pin, twisted above the eyelet, also
came to light in burial 39 in Tell Taannek.!> Cave
28 11 at Gezer, chamber b, group A, yielded anoth-
er silver pin, twisted above the eyelet, found
together with a specimen made from copper
alloy.™® A simple, undecorated silver pin is known
from a tomb at Lachish.® From Tell el-‘Ajjul are
silver pins from tomb 12, tomb 1214, tomb 1551,

6 CuenaB 1939, 808, fig. 10d, no. 32; ScuAErFER 1948, 78,
fig. 73.12 left.

W Sapan 1993/1994, 186, pl. 1.1-2.

18 TLan 1996, 316 £, fig. 4.100.14.

149 KAN-Crror-MERON and SuaLev 2018, 494, tab. 7.1.

150 Tana 1990, 172, 178, pl. 11.9.

151 MacaLisTER 1911, 126, pl. XXX1.12.

152 TurneLL 1958, pl. 24.31.
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Fig. 9 Distribution of silver clothing pins in the MBA (plot S. Prell)

E750, group 1312, tomb 1507, tomb 435, F800 and
tomb 1307.1%

In Egypt, one silver pin was unearthed in buri-
al 2458 at Tell el-Retabe.’* Dating to the early 18"
dynasty, as suggested by other pieces of the
grave’s inventory, the pin attests to a certain conti-
nuity on site from the end of the SIP to the New
Kingdom.

Overall, the use of silver for clothing pins is
attested for the first time in the Late Chalcolithic
south-eastern Anatolia, spreading into northern
Syria and Mesopotamia soon after (Fig. 8), with
no known examples in the southern Levant dating
before the MBA® Except for the specimens
attested in Carchemish and Kultepe, silver pins are
not documented in the MBA Upper Euphrates
Valley, also becoming scarce in Mesopotamia.
They, however, are attested in various forms in the
southern Levant (Fig. 9) across the complete MBA

158 HenscHEL-SiMoN 1938, 194, 196, 200, 208.

1% Hupkc et al. 2018, 103 f., fig. 6.

155 See D’AnDrEA 2014, 236 for the few items made from sil-
ver in the southern Levant dating to the EBA.

(MB IIA-C). The silver specimen from Tell el-
Retabe, collected from an early 18" dynasty con-
text, as well as possible late examples from Tell
el-‘Ajjul, Megiddo and Lachish (Tab. 1), indicate
that silver pins were kept in use until the LBA.

Pins with segmented spherical heads

One unique pin at Tell el-Dab‘a (inv.-no. 4966,
Fig. 10) bears a segmented globular head with
ribbed decoration of the shank above and below
the eyelet. It was found in a mudbrick tomb in
stratum F (area F/1-k/21, tomb 24), lying at the left
shoulder of an interred female.*® It belongs to
Klein’s type [.12A2, although Klein obviously did
not know examples simply incised above and
below the eyelet. His types 1.12A2a and type
1.12A2b show a much more pronounced ribbing
than most of the pieces discussed below.*> Accord-

1% DouMET-SERHAL and Kopretzky 2011/2012, 36.
7 Kremw 1992, 107, pl. 17.
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ing to Henschel-Simon’s typology, this specimen
can be assigned to type 9a.*%® If indicated in the
publications, the spherical heads are divided into
seven to nine segments. Their shanks can be plain
(type 1), ribbed above the eyelet (type 2) or above
and below (type 3, Tab. 2). Comparable pins that
are not perforated are also attested, but are not
examined in the scope of this article. It should be
underlined, though, that most of the examples also
date to the MBA.»*®

Only two perforated pins, albeit from insecure
context, can possibly be dated to the EBA. They
were collected from a spoil heap in area ST at Tell
Brak that yielded no other MBA finds*® Two
slightly differing pins with segmented, but bent
heads and otherwise undecorated were additional-
ly part of the inventory of tomb 66 at Wreide
(EB HI-T1V)*! and find a parallel in a tomb at Abu
Salabikh 1

All the other comparable pieces date to the
MBA with few possibly later examples.’®® A cloth-
ing pin with segmented head, ribbed above the
eyelet, was found in the intramural jar burial F167
(stratum 1X, analogous in material culture to Ala-
lakh level VII) at Til Barsip (Tell Ahmar,
Fig. 11a).*** Interestingly, a seal was found lying
beside it,% again a confirmation that some people
probably wore their seal attached to the pin (see
above).

In a MBA tomb at Ugarit, altogether four pins
were part of the inventory, two of which have seg-
mented heads. Both have a ring threaded through
the eyelet and are decorated differently from each
other;*¢ one is twisted above the pin-hole, the other
shows groups of ribbed decoration above and

158 HenscHEL-SiMoN 1938, 200, pl. LXX98, 99, 104. Not all of
the pins listed by her actually seem to belong to this type,
especially the pins from Tell el-‘Ajjul and the pin from
tomb 1018 at Tell el-Far‘ah (S).

1% See KLEIN 1992, 111-116, pl. 17, sub-types of 1.12B.

60 OartEs, Oates and McDonaLD 2001, 241, 572 f., fig. 478, no.
61 and no. 63.

61 OrrHMANN and Rova 1991, fig. 26.W66.40; Krein 1992,
108, pl. 17, type 1.12A3a. A similar pin is also known from
a tomb at Selenkahiye: Kremnv 1992, 360.

62 MarTIN, MooN and PostGaTE 1985, 216, fig. 144, Gr. 61:17.

Assigned by Krein 1992, 367, no. 18 to his type 1.8A3a.

At Mumbagqat, a clothing pin with globular segmented

head and ribbed decoration of the shank was found 15 cm

above a floor of ‘Schicht 4’ in square 4931-1V, most likely
dating to the LBA, see Ortimann and Kunne 1974, 92, fig.

37, 94. See as well CzicHon and Werner 1998, 129, no.

1195, pl. 111.1195 attributed by them to the MBA because

163

Fig. 10 Clothing pin with globular segmented head
inv.-no. 4966 from area F/I-k/21, tomb 24 (stratum F);
© OAI-OREA archive

below.’¥” The pieces are comparable, though differ-
ent to the pin found at Tell el-Dab‘a, on the one
hand because of their decoration and on the other
because of the ring threaded through the very
small eyelet!®® They are nevertheless mentioned
here as parallels as a quite similar pin to the one
from Tell el-Dab‘a is also attested at Ugarit, as well
part of the grave inventory of a MB 11A tomb 1
Tomb G 151 at Chagar Bazar (MB 11A) yielded
a pin that is quite comparable in layout, form and

of comparative pieces, while a similar, but plain piece is
dated to the LBA: Czicuon and WEerNErR 1998, 133, no.
1260, pl. 113.1260; Alaca HOyuk: Kosay and Akok 1966,
189, fig. 123.6; Deve Hoyilik: Moorey 1980, 89, fig. 14.360,
91, named by him a “Bronze Age intruder” into Iron Age
layers.

164 RoosaterT 1998, 99, 105, fig. 4. Comparable to Krein 1992,
107, pl. 17, type 1.12A2a.

165 RoosatrT 1998, 103, fig. 2.

166 ScHAEFFER 1962, 308, fig. 6, pl. XVIL4.

7 A comparable golden pin with a ring threaded through the

eyelet was also part of the "trésor du Liban”, most likely

deriving from the Byblos region, ScHAEFFEr 1948, 79,

fig. 78E.

They both belong to Klein’s ,,Formgruppe 12 type

1.12A6¢ and 1.12A6a: Kren 1992, 109 f., pl. 17.

169 Scuarrrer 1932, 19, pl. XI1I1.3; Kren 1992, 107, pl. 17,
type 1.12Ala.

168
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Fig. 11 Examples for clothing pins with spherical segmented head: a Til Barsip (redrawn by S. Prell after RooBaterT 1998, 105,
fig. 4) b Chagar Bazar (after McManon 2009, 212, pl. 8.CB2080; by courtesy of Augusta McMahon, Chagar Bazar Project)
¢—d Clothing pins with segmented globular head from Sidon, burial 67 and burial 109 (© Sidon excavation) e Jerusalem
(after MiLevski, GREENHUT and AGra 2008; by courtesy of Zvi Greenhut and Ianir Milevski, Israel Antiquities Authority)

decoration, but also shows a ring threaded through
the eyelet.™ One should consider that other pins
might have been equipped with such a feature too,
but the fine ring might not always be preserved
due to corrosion. Another pin without a ring
(Fig. 11b) was unearthed in tomb 13'* a further
specimen also derives from a tomb.12 In tomb 580

0 MaLrLowan 1947, 98, 122, 133 £, fig. 12.9; Krev 1992, 107,
pl. 17, type 1.12Ala.
1 McManon 2009, 212, pl. 8.CB2080.

at Tell Barri an additional pin of this shape was
discovered.'®

The tombs at Tell et-Tin, excavated at the end
of the 19" century, yielded weapons, pottery, pins
and food offerings. Interestingly, the deceased
were buried in jars within a cist chamber. In one of
the tombs, a needle with a globular segmented

2 1 gon 2018, 148, CB 5942, pl. 28.
18 Varentinig 2003, 302, fig. 11a.
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head came to light, ribbed above the eyelet and
showing again a ring threaded through the pin-
hole.*® According to the finds, especially the duck-
bill axes, the tombs can be dated to MB I1A.7®

The upper part of a pin quite similar to that
found at Tell el-Dab‘a came to light at Kiiltepe-
Kanesh.*® Another pin (Fig. 6e) with segmented
spherical head shows the flanges characteristic for
the silver pins of Tell el-Dab‘a. It is also perforated
and bears ribbed decoration below and above the
very small eyelet*” Another similar pin is also
ribbed above the eyelet although this ribbing is
much more pronounced.'® This parallels two
already mentioned silver pins which are perfo-
rated.’”®

A further pin of this type derives from Tell
Arqa as part of the inventory of tomb T13.87. It is
incised with a ribbed decoration between the seg-
mented globular head and the eyelet’® Tomb
R.W.1 in the ‘inner town wall’ of Carchemish also
yielded a clothing pin that is quite similar to the
piece found at Tell el-Dab‘a.’®* The MBA tombs in
Hammam et-Turkman also yielded such a pin that
is otherwise undecorated.’® From Alalakh, four
comparable pins of this type are documented and
derive from levels Ill, IV, V and VII, signifying
that this type is attested in the MBA as well as the
LBA.1 Another similar pin was found in surface
layers.’® One of the pins from tomb 6 at Hama
(MB 11) also has this very characteristic form,; it is
pierced and a ring is threaded through the pin-
hole.®8 Another example is attested in a nearby
tomb at Muriq.1%

4 Gautier 1895, 456, fig. 9; Krew 1992, 107, pl. 17, type
I.12Ala. According to the scale given in the figure, the pin
would be nearly 35cm long, which is rare, but finds com-
parisons in the EBA, see Krein 1992, 237. As GAUTIER
1895, 459 states that those pins are up to 20cm long, one
has to assume that the scale given for the figure is wrong
or refers to the weapons only.

5 OreN 1971, 122.

7 Ozauc 1986, pl. 125.20.

77 Ozgoc 1986, pl. 125.13. The form resembles type 1.12B2c
of KLEIN, but these are not perforated. Klein 1992 does not
list this object.

78 (z6uc 1986, pl. 125.10.

79 Ozauoc 1953, pl. 57.617-618.

80 Gernez 2008, 254 f., pl. 14.2. Furthermore, a pin with
comparable, though not similar shape was found here, see
Gernez 2008, 253, 255, pl. 14.1.

81 WoorLey 1921, 133 f., pl. 27.a.8.

82 yVan Loon 1988, 164 f., pl. 57.23. For two more pins of
Klein’s “Formgruppe 127, but with jolted segmented head

In the stone cist tombs at Yabroud (MB 11A),
several toggle pins were unearthed, according to
the excavator most of them from tomb 4.¥” One of
the pins closely resembles the Tell el-Dab‘a pin,
although it is undecorated.’®® Interestingly three
more pins of Klein’s type A.12B2 with the charac-
teristic flange, segmented globular heads, but
unperforated were associated with it. In the East-
ern palace of Qatna, altogether 18 clothing pins
were excavated, amongst them a specimen with a
segmented globular head and ribbed decoration
below and above the eyelet (MB IIB—C).%® Two
similar pins were found at Sidon (Fig. 11c—d). One
derives from burial 67, the other one from burial
109.1%° Both tombs can be dated to MB IIB-C. A
tomb at Safed yielded several different pins,
amongst them six pins with a segmented globular
head and a ribbed decoration above and below the
eyelet.® Their lengths and sizes of heads vary, so
is the shape of their eyelets (round or oval), clearly
indicating that they most likely were produced in
different workshops or at least by different work-
men and/or in different moulds.

The tombs at Rishon le-Zion also had similar
pins ribbed above the eyelet, with one also featur-
ing a ring threaded through.®2 Tomb 1 at Fassuta
additionally produced such a pin.*® Further, a pin
of this type was unearthed in tomb 1 at Kibbutz
Sasa.’** Another pin derives from a tomb excavat-
ed during a salvage excavation in the Holy Land
Compound of Jerusalem (Fig. 11€).2> Amongst the
finds excavated from shaft-tomb 19 at Jericho
(MB 11A) were three toggle pins, one of them with

(I.12A5a-b) found in Hammam et-Turkman, see KLEIN
1992, 357, pl. 114.4-5.

83 Woolley 1955, 280, pl. LXXII1.P4.

184 YeNER 2010, 270, AO3—R1125.

85 Fugman 1958, pl. X.5B420.13.

186 Rpis and Bunt 2007, 84, pl. X1V.h.13.

87 ABu Assar 1967, 59, pl. 1.10, fig. 8. The excavator claims
that not all the toggle pins are published in his article as
their forms are too diverse.

88 Kremw 1992, 107, pl. 17, type 1.12A1b.

189 Tamont 2012, 358, fig. 9.

190 DouMET-SERHAL and Koprerzky 2011/2012, 36.

1% Damari und Stepansky 1996, 17%, fig. 18.1-6; KrLemn 1992,
107, pl. 17, type 1.12A2b.

92 K AN-Ciror-MERON and SuaLev 2018, 494 with tab. 7.1, 497,
fig. 7.1.

198 Gersnuny and Aviam 2010, 34, fig. 13.5, 35.

194 Ben Arien 2004, 15%, fig. 14.1.

1% MiLevski, GREENHUT and Agua 2010, 414, fig. 7.9.
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Fig. 12 Distribution of clothing pins with segmented globular head and eyelet (plot S. Prell)

a segmented spherical head and ribbed decoration
above the eyelet.’® Tomb A34 also yielded such a
pin, equipped with a ring threaded through the
eyelet®” Three similar pins were each collected
from tomb 569 tomb 1002 and 1015 at Tell
el-Far‘ah (S).*® Also at Lachish, a comparable pin
was part of the grave goods of tomb 4004.2° For a
golden pin in the Eretz Israel Museum?® and a
bronze pin in the Nicosia Museum the provenance
is unfortunately unknown.?%

Except for the few examples with comparable
shape dating to the end of the EBA found at the
Upper Euphrates, the Khabur triangle and Meso-
potamia, this type of pin became common only in
the MBA. Interestingly, other than silver pins,

1% GarsTANG 1933, 7, fig. 2.19.C16. According to the scale giv-
en for the figure (2:5) the pin would be about 25cm long,
which is rare but attested. For documented sizes of cloth-
ing pins see Kiem 1992, 237. Another specimen with simi-
lar characteristics and flanged shaft was found in tomb 9,
GARSTANG 1932, 47, fig. 10. As it is broken, it is unclear, if
it once was perforated.

7 Kenvon 1960, fig. 128.12.

198 pgrrie 19304, pl. X1.69.

which more or less completely disappear in the
Upper Euphrates region at the beginning of the
MBA, this type of pin is evenly spread across the
region and is also known from the Khabur and the
southern Levant, but is not attested in Mesopota-
mia (Fig. 12). It seems to have its origin in North-
ern Syria,?® spreading from here further south. It
is attested throughout the MBA with some possi-
ble later examples dating to the LBA.

The plain pins of type 1 are few (six objects)
and three of them possibly date to the EBA (see
above). So, this type might represent the archetype
of these pins, although the other two types span
the entire MBA. The 18 pins of type 2 can all be
dated to MB IIA—C. They are evenly spread in the

1% StarkEY and HArDING 1932, pl. XLIV.

200 TurnerL 1958, 80, pl. 24.17.

2t 7ZirrER 1990, 60%, fig. 32.

22 CATLING 1964, fig. 6.6.

23 MaxweLL-Hyscop 1971, 98 even considers the unpierced
variants to be a native Anatolian type and also does not
exclude probable Anatolian influence for the pierced speci-
men, MaxweLL-Hyscop 1971, 100.
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region with Tell el-Far‘ah (S) being the southern-
most, Kiltepe-Kanish the northernmost and Bakr
Awa the easternmost recorded sites for their
occurrences. From the 18 pins of type 3, one might
be dated to the EBA (Tell Brak), the rest can again
be attributed to the entire MBA period.?** They
are spread in a comparable manner as type 2,
again with Kiltepe-Kanish as the northernmost,
Tell el-Dab‘a as the southernmost and Chagar
Bazar as the easternmost site at which they are
documented. As their distribution shows no
explicit clusters when plotted by type, they are all
presented on the same map (Fig. 12).

Pins with vasiform head

As above mentioned, the two pins with vasiform
head from Tell el-Dab‘a are inv.-nos. 5510 and 9616
(Fig. 4). As stated by Philip,®® they find their clos-
est parallel in Klein’s type 1.13A3¢,?® although the
heads of the Tell el-Dab‘a pins are smaller and
shaped a little differently. They adhere to type 9b
of Henschel-Simon’s typology and are comparable
to Kenyon’s type E.?" Philip mentions only two
comparisons for this type from Byblos, both dating
to the EBA.?8 Also types 1.13A3a and b are exclu-
sively known from Byblos, dating to the EBA and
only one example to MB 11A.% So, at first sight,
one is tempted to reason that the former owner
once migrated from the Byblos region to Tell
el-Dab‘a, a statement that certainly is purely hypo-
thetical. The apparently cultic character of deposi-
tions, with the Byblos pins mainly deriving from
the ‘champ des offrandes’ or the obelisk temple,
and inv.-no. 5510 from a deposit within a courtyard
(stratum D/2) might represent a further connection

204 See fn. 163 for some possible LBA examples.

205 PyiLip 2006, 158.

206 KremN 1992, 118.

207 HenscHEL-SiMoN 1938, 202, pl. LXX.109, 110; KenvoN
1960, 298.

208 KreiN 1992, 347, no. 96, 350, no. 164.

209 KpremN 1992, 348, no. 121.

20 Already noted by PriLip 2006, 158.

21 HENSCHEL-SIMON 1938, 202, type 9b, pl. LXX.109-110.

212 KeNvoN 1965, 241, fig. 114.11, 12, 15.

28 KEeNYON 1960, 424, fig. 177.3, 7-9, 11.

24 KEeNYON 1960, 479, fig. 207.16-18, 22.

25 HenscHeL-SivoN 1938, 202, nos. 112, 114; Perrie 1934, pl.
XX1.225.

26 panitz-CoHeEN et al. 2018, 140, fig. 13a.

27 PeTrie 19304, pl. X1.72.

between the two sites.?? Nevertheless, a few exam-
ples Klein did not account for as they were out of
the scope of his research are also attested in the
southern Levant. Pins with vasiform head are
known from several tombs at Jericho (tomb 3, 5, 9,
19, 30, 31,2 P23, J14,2 J9, J12#® and H13,2*
Fig. 13a—d), tombs 101 and 1551 (Fig. 13e) at Tell
el-Ajjul,® one tomb at Tell Abel Beth Maacah
(Fig. 13f),%¢ Tell el-Far‘ah (S) (Fig. 13g),” Gibeon
(Fig. 13h)#® and the Holy Land Compound of Jeru-
salem (Fig. 13i),2° confuting the connection to
Byblos hypothesized by Philip. In addition, several
of those pins were found in MB Il graves in
Chagar Bazar and were only recently published.??°
Similar clothing pins derive also from Haradum.??
Other comparable examples, dating again to the
EBA (EB III-1V), are also known from Tell
Arqa,?®? Terqa, burial 1 in SG 5% and the already
discussed silver pin from Tell Brak.?* Some
undecorated EBA examples with a similar head
form are attested at Tell Brak,?® Tepe Gawra,??®
Tell Barri,??” Qara Quzak??® and Chagar Bazar.??®

In all, clothing pins with vasiform head are not
very common and are documented in the EBA
Northern Mesopotamia. At the beginning of the
MBA they seem to find their way to the southern
Levant via Tell Arqa and Byblos (Fig. 14), but
remain rare and are attested in Syro-Mesopotamia
in the MBA only in Chagar Bazar and Haradum.
The closest comparison to the Tell el-Dab‘a pins is
that from Tell Abel Beth Maacah, but as both Tell
el-Dab‘a pins were found in settlement layers, fur-
ther comparison of the grave goods is not possible.
However, that both Tell el-Dab‘a pins derive from
layers attributed to stratum D/2 fits well with the
late date for the Tell Abel Beth Maacah burial.

28 PRITCHARD 1963, 35, 114 f,, fig. 26.11.

29 MiLevski, GREENHUT and AHa 2010, 414, fig. 7.7.

220 Lron 2018, 147-149, CB 5005, CB 5006, CB 5131, CB
5415, CB 5939, CB 7708, pl. 27-28.

228 KgpiNskI-LEcoMTE 1992, 379 f., m 574 and m 562, fig.
164.1-2.

22 GerNEz 2008, 247, 249, 251, pl. 12.2-3, type Ep 9.A and
9.B.

228 Kerry-BucceLiatt and Mount Wittiams 1977, 10 £, fig. 3,
pl. I1.

24 Marrowan 1947, 170, pl. XXXII.2.

225 Bianchr and FRANKE 2011, 206, pl. 4, 104-105.

26 Sperser 1935, pl. L.1.

21 PgcoreLLa 1998, 71, fig. 4.

228 WooLLEY 1914, pl. 25c.

229 ScHAEFFER 1948, fig. 86.T159.1.
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Fig. 13 Clothing pins with vasiform head from Jericho: a tombs 30b and 31 (after HenscHEL-Simon 1938, pl. LXX. 109—-110)

b tombs P23 and J14 (redrawn by S. Prell after Kenvon 1965, 241, fig. 114.11, 12, 15) ¢ tombs J9 and J12 (redrawn by S. Prell after
KENYON 1960, 424, fig. 177.3, 7-9, 11) d tomb H13 (redrawn by S. Prell after Kenvon 1960, 479, fig. 207.16—18, 22) e Tell el-Ajjul,
tomb 1551 (redrawn by S. Prell after PETrie 1934, pl. XX1.225) f Tell Abel Beth Maacah (redrawn by S. Prell after Panitz-CoHeN et
al. 2018, 140, fig. 13a) g Tell Farah (S) (redrawn by S. Prell after Petrie 19304, pl. X1.72) h Gibeon (redrawn by S. Prell after
PriTcHARD 1963, 115, fig. 26.11) i Jerusalem (after MiLevski, GREENHUT and Acua 2008; by courtesy of Zvi Greenhut and lanir
Milevski, Israel Antiquities Authority)
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Fig. 14 Distribution of clothing pins with vasiform head in the EBA and MBA (plot S. Prell)

Pins with cylindrical head and ribbed decoration

Pins with cylindrical head and ribbed decoration
are quite common at Tell el-Dab‘a (Fig. 15) and
occur from stratum E/3 onwards.Z° They do not
show heads, but end in a flattened, rounded or
slightly thin shank. Eyelets can be round or oval,
the length of the shank above the eyelet varies.
They can be decorated with ribbings just above the
eyelet or a few ribbings below. In addition, groups
of ribbings are attested. Their beaded or incised
decoration normally runs helical around the shaft
while portraying a ‘false’ horizontal decoration
(e.g. inv.-no. 340, Fig. 15), but can also diagonally
spiral upwards (inv.-no. 9619, Fig. 5). In one case
(inv.-no. 928, Fig. 15), the decoration consists of 21

230 pyyrip 2006, 99.

2L Puie 2006, 98.

22 Puicip 2006, 159 sees the closest parallel in Klein’s type
1.4A6, but the shanks of these pins slightly change in
thickness towards the terminal end and their eyelets are
mainly very tiny and often show a ring threaded through
it. As such, the present author does not agree with this
classification.

individual circumferential grooves.?' The exam-
ples with grouped decoration and comparable
pieces were already discussed above.

Checking through Klein’s plates, the closest
comparisons are assigned by him to type
I.1A2a—c, not differentiating between decorated
and undecorated pins in this group.?®* Also pins of
group 1.3A1b find parallels at Tell el-Dab‘a.?** The
Tell el-Dab‘a pins belong to Henschel-Simon’s
types 6a and 6c¢, “without head, ribbed regularly”
or “spirally ribbed”, and can be correlated with
Kenyon’s type F and G.2** Henschel-Simon’s type
6b “without head, ribbed, with rhythmical
change” might be correlated with the pins ribbed
in groups, although the three pieces quoted by her
are different in design.?® In expansion of Hen-

28 KreiN 1992, 42, pl. 9. He also correlates Henschel-Simon’s
type 6¢ with his type 1.3Alb and her type 6a with 1.4A7a,
although the form of the head is different, see Kremnv 1992,
285.

234 KENYON 1960, 298.

25 HenscHEL-SiMON 1938, 194196, pl. LXVIIL.23, 26, 32, 37.
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Fig. 15 Clothing pins with cylindrical head and ribbed decoration as found in Tell el-Dab‘a (after PuiLip 2006, 96, fig. 45)

schel-Simon’s groups one should further introduce
new sub-groupings for the pins from Tell el-Dab‘a
according to their decoration: (1) Ribbed regularly
above eyelet; (2) Ribbed regularly above and
below eyelet; (3) Ribbed spirally above eyelet; (4)
Ribbed spirally above and below eyelet; (5)
Ribbed in groups above and below eyelet; and (6)
Ribbed in groups above eyelet.

26 Already stated by PurLrie 2006, 159.

Clothing pins similar to those at Tell el-Dab‘a
are known from several sites in the Levant (Tab. 3)
and do not occur before the MB I1A. Compared to
the variety of pin types as, for instance, those
from the tombs at Tell el-‘Ajjul, the Tell el-Dab‘a
specimens are quite simple and there is not much
diversity.?* This can also be stated for the clothing
pins from other sites in Egypt’s Eastern Delta.
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Fig. 16 Distribution of clothing pins with cylindrical head,
type 1 (plot S. Prell)

Fig. 18 Distribution of clothing pins with cylindrical head,
type 3 + 4 (plot S. Prell)

Except for the Tell el-Dab‘a pin with segmented
spherical head and the two pins with vasiform
head, only the pins from Tell el-Retabe, tomb 4 +
5, vary with their club-shaped heads (see above).
Overall, type 1 pins are quite common in the
southern Levant and do not spread further north
than Tell Abel Beth Maacah (Fig. 16). Type 2 pins
are attested further north, and are documented at
Tell Arga and Qatna (Fig. 17). Both types are con-
firmed throughout the MBA. Types 3—6 do not

Fig. 17 Distribution of clothing pins with cylindrical head,
type 2 (plot S. Prell)

Fig. 19 Distribution of clothing pins with cylindrical head,
type 5 + 6 (plot S. Prell)

seem to appear before MB 11B. Types 3 and 4 are
less frequent and spread to Tell Arga in the north
(Fig. 18), while the northernmost site at which
types 5 and 6 occur is Alalakh, but with a huge
gap between this and Sidon (Fig. 19). These pin
types might very well be a southern Levantine
invention, developed at the beginning of the MBA
and, with some variation, in use throughout the
whole MBA.
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Plain pins and pins with coiled head

Plain pins and pins with coiled head (Fig. 20) are
widely distributed throughout time and space and
therefore seem too common for a meaningful
comparison. The plain pins can best be correlated
with Klein’s type 1.3A.1 a—b with an either steady
thickness of the shank above the eyelet or slightly
thickening towards the top.?2” There are some
examples known from Northern Mesopotamia
already in the EBA, but most of the documented
specimens can be dated to the MBA.Z% In the lat-
ter, they are evenly distributed throughout the
Levant with Tell el-Yahudieh®® being the south-
ernmost and Alalakh®®® and Tell Tuqan®* the
northernmost sites for their occurrences. At Tell

Fig. 20 a Plain pin inv.-no. 4786 as example for this type from
Tell el-Dab‘a (© OAI-OREA archive) b pin with coiled head
inv.-no. 927 (© OAI-OREA archive)

27 KreN 1992, 41 f, pl. 9. Puiie 2006, 159 assigns them to
Klein’s type 1.6Al, but the heads of this group are more
club-shaped. Thus, the present author does not agree with
this classification.

28 KLeiN 1992, 42. As also Klein’s type I.6A1 that was
assigned to the pins by Philip already finds examples in the
EBA, it is clear that the form developed in the EBA and
continued into the MBA.

2 Perrie 1906, pl. VI.12-14.

240 WooLLEy 1955, pl. LXXIII.P1.

21 AscaLonE 2014, 224, fig. 38.

el-Dab’a, they remain in use until the end of the
SIp.242

Similar observations may be made for pins
with coiled head, also a very common type.?*
These pins can be attributed to Klein’s type
1.14B1.*4 They occur in south-eastern Anatolia
already in the Chalcolithic, are commonly found
in EBA contexts and spread into Syria, Mesopota-
mia and even Iran to reach the southern Levant by
the end of the period (see above, fig. 2).2 They
became less common in the MBA, during which
they are more or less confined to south-eastern
Anatolia, the northern Levant and Northern Meso-
potamia, but can be documented in the region
until the LBA.?*6 As they are, to the author’s
knowledge, not documented anymore in the south-
ern Levant in the MBA, one could assume a north-
ern origin of the former owner of this pin that
unfortunately was found in Tell el-Dab‘a as a sur-
face find. %’

Conclusions

Perforated clothing pins are more or less unknown
in the southern Levant before the MBA and are
represented only by a few, slightly earlier speci-
mens from ‘Enan,® Megiddo*® and Ma‘ayan
Barukh (Fig. 1).2° As they are well documented in
Northern Mesopotamia in the EBA, one can
assume that the idea of perforating a pin in order
to secure it to clothing reached the southern
Levant from the north. Indeed, the concept of
clothing pins in general seems to be a northern
invention and spread via Syria further south.
Already Petrie, followed by Frankfort, Hen-
schel-Simon and others, assumed a general origin
of the ‘toggle pins’ and their diffusion south from
the region of Transcaucasia,®®* where this pins,
although of differing craftsmanship and décor
were quite common already in the EBA. Never-
theless, the general type is so universal that a

242 pyiLip 2006, 102.

23 PyiLip 2006, 159.

244 KreN 1992, pl. 19.

25 KLEIN 1992, 124.

246 KrEIN 1992, 125.

247 PuiLe 2006, 102, no. 173.

248 EisenBerG 1985, 70 f., fig. 10.

29 Guy 1938, 169 £, fig. 173.1-3.

%0 AMIrAN 1961, 91, fig. 8.22-23, pl. XI1.8.3—4.

L Perrie 1932, 6; Perrie 1934, 10; FRANKFORT 1932, 52-55;
HEenscHEL-SiMoN 1938, 176—-180; Guy 1938, 168.
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Transcaucasian origin has to remain doubtful at
best.»2 Although early pins are known from
Cyprus, Mesopotamia seems to be the point of ori-
gin for the perforated type,®® with the earliest
examples known from Susa, Tepe Gawra, Ur and
Kish. Whatever shape and decoration they show,
all have in common the perforation of the shank,
so the general concept of usage is undifferentiated.
Overall, though, one has to be careful with com-
parisons as types can bear a similar concept but
different layouts. In the EBA perforated clothing
pins seem to be more widespread than in the
MBA, but specimens, such as those known from
Ur?* or some of the Transcaucasian examples,?
are quite different from types encountered in the
Levant, although other types are comparable.?®
Nevertheless, the concept of perforated clothing
pins is widely diffused and common in a wider
region that shows more local variation concerning
other artefacts, like pottery, but this fact might
simply find its explanation in practical reasons.
Once a functioning and practicable form was
found, it was not easily abandoned, but further
spread, until a more suitable form, like the fibu-
1a,®” was invented and gradually replaced perfo-
rated clothing pins in the LBA. Nevertheless, pins
were occasionally still used in the Iron Age.?®

The usage of silver for pins clearly finds its ori-
gins in south-eastern Anatolia and Syro-Mesopo-
tamia, where this material was used to manufac-
ture clothing pins already at the end of the Chalco-
lithic and the beginning of the EBA (Fig. 8).
Except for two examples documented in Carchem-
ish and Kultepe, silver pins are not attested any
more in the Upper Euphrates Valley in the MBA
and are also not common in Mesopotamia (Fig. 9).
They are, however, documented across the south-
ern Levant in various forms covering the complete
span of the MBA and also surviving into the LBA.

The same can be observed for pins with vasi-
form head, a form evidently invented in the north-
ern Levant and Northern Mesopotamia (Fig. 14).
At the beginning of the MBA, this type was intro-
duced to the southern Levant obviously via Tell
Arqa and Byblos. Their occurrence remains rare,
showing a slight cluster in the southern Levant and
at this time they are, except for the specimens

252 HEeNscHEL-SiMON 1938, 184 f.

253 HEeNscHEL-SIMON 1938, 185.

254 Jamoni 2012, 360.

25 HenscHEL-SiMoN 1938, 178, fig. 6a—c from Akhthala.

found at Chagar Bazar, not attested in northern
Mesopotamia any more.

The pins with cylindrical heads and ribbed dec-
oration on the other hand seem to be an invention
of the MBA. They are attested from Tell el-Dab‘a
in the south to Alalakh in the north (Figs. 16—19),
but are rare in the northern Levant. Plain pins
show the same distribution pattern, yet are slightly
more common in the north. Plain pins and the
ones with cylindrical head and ribbed decoration
are at the same time the most common types at
Tell el-Dab‘a, where pins do not show much varie-
ty. These types are common across the Eastern
Delta and only the pins from Tell el-Retabe, tomb
4 + 5 with their club-shaped head and ribbed deco-
ration stand out as seemingly unique objects with-
out any close parallels from the MBA Levant.
Also, the silver pins from Tell el-Dab‘a with the
flanged shanks are rather unique and find no real
comparison in other regions. Like the pins from
Tell el-Retabe, they might have been very well
produced locally and therefore reflect a shape orig-
inating in the Eastern Delta of Egypt.

To sum up, perforated clothing pins are quite
common in the MBA. The forms attested in the
southern Levant occur only seldomly in Northern
Mesopotamia with the Euphrates seemingly acting
as a natural border. This corresponds well with the
outcome of the author’s research on funerary cus-
toms,?® implying that people with a similar cultur-
al background (weapons as grave inventory, intra-
mural burials) that also fastened their garments
with clothing pins left from this region at the end
of the EBA, never to come back. This statement
seems at first sight to be contradicted by the distri-
bution of clothing pins with segmented spherical
heads, which is the only pin type known from Tell
el-Dab‘a that is also documented in the Upper
Euphrates region and the Khabur triangle. It possi-
bly was already introduced in the region in the
EBA, but the evidence from Tell Brak is uncertain,
and the pins from Wreide and Abu Salabikh are
perforated but with bent, globular segmented
heads. So, it is more likely that this type of pin
was introduced into the region at the beginning of
the MBA. It occurs as early as the MB 1A both in
the northern and the southern Levant and can be

26 HEeNSCHEL-SIMON 1938, 178, fig. 6d—f. from Agha Evlar and
Vadjalik.

257 Peppe 2000; STRONACH 1959.

258 HENSCHEL-SIMON 1938, 186.

29 PreLL 2019.
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accounted for at least south of the Euphrates until
the end of the period. It is true that in the Upper
Euphrates region the evidence for tombs in the
MBA is scarce; however, the fact that all the pins
documented in the region derive, except for Ala-
lakh, from tombs proves their general existence in
the region. The pins with segmented spherical
heads exhibit a connection between the south, the
Upper Euphrates region and the Khabur triangle to
a certain degree, at least at the beginning of the
MBA. Unfortunately the other grave goods of the
female interred in the mudbrick built cist tomb 24
in area F/I-k/21 (stratum F, MB Il A—B), some pot-
tery vessels and a kohl-pot made from calcite, pro-
vide no further data to determine potential foreign
relations more precisely.

The case of the pins with segmented spherical
heads especially indicates that, although widely
distributed and sharing common standardized
characteristics, clothing pins are a valuable source
of information regarding regionality, trade, foreign
relations and contacts. A careful re-evaluation of
the entire available body of data would be a desid-
eratum to get a better understanding of how, by
which means and on which routes people in the
ancient Near East interacted with each other.
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Addendum

During her research, the author found some more
pins with segmented globular head shortly before
the article went to print. As this type is extremely
interesting, it was decided to present the speci-
mens at least in this addendum. The pins were
included in the distribution map (Fig. 12), but it
was not possible anymore to incorporate them in
text and tables. Especially the pin from Bakr Arwa
(U. BUrGERr, Cultural Encounters and Local Tradi-
tions. A Discussion of the Middle Bronze Age Evi-
dence at Bakr Awa, in: J. Eipem (ed.), Zagros Stud-
ies. Proceedings of the NINO Jubilee Conference
and Other Research on the Zagros Region,
PIHANS 130, Leuven 2020, 92, pl. 6h), closely
resembling the pin from Tell el-Dab ‘a, is interest-
ing as it is the easternmost evidence for this type.
Such pins are further attested in burials in Assur
(D. Hockmann, Gréber und Grifte aus Assur von
der zweiten Hélfte des 3. bis zur Mitte des 2. Jahr-
tausends. v. Chr., Wiesbaden 2010, 73), Lidar
Hoylk (G. Kaschau, Lidar Hoyuk: die Keramik
der Mittleren Bronzezeit, Archaeologica Euphrati-
ca 3, Mainz 1999, pls. 111, 133.4, V111, 123.1, 155.2;
IX, 142.2, 1393, X, 159.2-3, 151.6), Dara
(M. aL-Maqpissi, Chronique des activités archéo-
logiques en Syrie (II), Syria 72.1-2, 1995, 199,
fig. 58.1-2) and Tell Arbid (http://thegatetome
sopotamia.amu.edu.pl/amaz-on-assyrian-route-
of-silver-wool/11-metal/92-fashion-pin/1056-
item-37-59-65-2). They all date to the Middle
Bronze Age.
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